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First Hymn

1. Hymn. 15

As gold by fire is tested, / Its purity shown forth, / So cleansing fires of Truth may prove / To man his
native worth.
And as a mirror shows us / A likeness clear and bright, / So God forever sees His child / Revealed in
radiant light.
/ 'Twas thus the loving Master / Saw man's perfection shine, / Beheld God's child forever pure / In
radiance all divine.


The readings, from our Pastor: The Holy Bible and the Christian Science textbook,
“Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures”, by Mary Baker Eddy:



The Holy Bible

1. Ex. 3:1–8 (to ;)

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the
backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this
great sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called
unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. And he said,
Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy
ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. ¶ And the Lord said, I
have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of
their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of
the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing
with milk and honey; ...
2. Dan. 3:1, 4–6, 8, 9, 12, 13, 20, 24–28

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth
thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. ...
Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, That at what
time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye
fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: And whoso falleth
not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. ...

... ¶ Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. They spake and said to
the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. ...
There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed–nego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which thou hast set up. ¶ Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury
commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed–nego. Then they brought these men before the
king. ...
And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed–nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. ...
Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his
counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto
the king, True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the
fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. ¶ Then Nebuchadnezzar
came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed–nego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed–nego, came forth of the midst of the fire. And the princes, governors, and captains, and the
king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power,
nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed
on them. Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed–nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed
the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their
own God.
3. I Kings 19:1–9, 11 Go, 12

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the
sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I
make not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time. And when he saw that, he
arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer–sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant
there. ¶ But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a
juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O Lord, take
away my life; for I am not better than my fathers. And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold,
then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. And he looked, and, behold, there was a
cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down
again. And the angel of the Lord came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and
eat; because the journey is too great for thee. And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the
strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. ¶ And he came thither
unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and he said unto him,
What doest thou here, Elijah? ...
... Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great
and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was
not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake: And after
the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.
4. John 6:27–29, 63

Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which
the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. Then said they unto him,
What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is
the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. ...
It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are
spirit, and they are life.
5. Rom. 8:1, 2

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the
law of sin and death.


Science and Health

1. SH 241:13–30

The Bible teaches transformation of the body by the renewal of Spirit. Take away the spiritual
signification of Scripture, and that compilation can do no more for mortals than can
Spirit
moonbeams to melt a river of ice. The error of the ages is preaching without practice.
transforms
The substance of all devotion is the reflection and demonstration of divine Love, healing sickness and
destroying sin. Our Master said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
One's aim, a point beyond faith, should be to find the footsteps of Truth, the way to health and
holiness. We should strive to reach the Horeb height where God is revealed; and the corner-stone of all
spiritual building is purity. The baptism of Spirit, washing the body of all the impurities of flesh,
signifies that the pure in heart see God and are approaching spiritual Life and its demonstration.
2. SH 274:12–12 (np)

The senses of Spirit abide in Love, and they demonstrate Truth and Life. Hence Christianity and the
Science which expounds it are based on spiritual understanding, and they supersede the soFive senses
called laws of matter. Jesus demonstrated this great verity. When what we erroneously term
deceptive
the five physical senses are misdirected, they are simply the manifested beliefs of mortal
mind, which affirm that life, substance, and intelligence are material, instead of spiritual. These false
beliefs and their products constitute the flesh, and the flesh wars against Spirit.
Divine Science is absolute, and permits no half-way position in learning its Principle and rule —
establishing it by demonstration. The conventional firm, called matter and mind, God never
Impossible
formed. Science and understanding, governed by the unerring and eternal Mind, destroy
partnership
the imaginary copartnership, matter and mind, formed only to be destroyed in a manner
and at a period as yet unknown. This suppositional partnership is already obsolete, for matter,
examined in the light of divine metaphysics, disappears.
Matter has no life to lose, and Spirit never dies. A partnership of mind with matter would ignore
omnipresent and omnipotent Mind. This shows that matter did not originate in God, Spirit,
Spirit the
and is not eternal. Therefore matter is neither substantial, living, nor intelligent. The
starting-point
starting-point of divine Science is that God, Spirit, is All-in-all, and that there is no other
might nor Mind, — that God is Love, and therefore He is divine Principle.

To grasp the reality and order of being in its Science, you must begin by reckoning God as the divine
Principle of all that really is.
3. SH 275:14–17, 20–32; 276:9, 14–28

All substance, intelligence, wisdom, being, immortality, cause, and effect belong to God. These are
His attributes, the eternal manifestations of the infinite divine Principle, Love. ...
Divine metaphysics, as revealed to spiritual understanding, shows clearly that all is Mind, and that
Mind is God, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, — that is, all power, all presence,
The divine
all Science. Hence all is in reality the manifestation of Mind.
completeness
Our material human theories are destitute of Science. The true understanding of God is spiritual. It
robs the grave of victory. It destroys the false evidence that misleads thought and points to other gods,
or other so-called powers, such as matter, disease, sin, and death, superior or contrary to the one Spirit.
Truth, spiritually discerned, is scientifically understood. It casts out error and heals the sick.
... Man and his Maker are correlated in divine Science, and real consciousness is cognizant only of the
things of God.
... Harmony in man is as real and immortal as in music. Discord is unreal and mortal.
If God is admitted to be the only Mind and Life, there ceases to be any opportunity for sin and death.
When we learn in Science how to be perfect even as our Father in heaven is perfect,
Perfection
thought is turned into new and healthy channels, — towards the contemplation of things
requisite
immortal and away from materiality to the Principle of the universe, including harmonious
man.
Material beliefs and spiritual understanding never mingle. The latter destroys the former. Discord is
the nothingness named error. Harmony is the somethingness named Truth.
4. SH 254:10

When we wait patiently on God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our path. Imperfect mortals
grasp the ultimate of spiritual perfection slowly; but to begin aright and to continue the strife of
demonstrating the great problem of being, is doing much.
5. SH 323:28–32; 324:4

The effects of Christian Science are not so much seen as felt. It is the “still, small voice” of Truth
uttering itself. We are either turning away from this utterance, or we are listening to it and
Childlike
going up higher. ... The purification of sense and self is a proof of progress. “Blessed are
receptivity
the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”


Second and Third Hymn

2. Hymn. 49

Dear Lord and Father of us all, / Forgive our foolish ways; / Reclothe us in our rightful mind; / In
purer lives Thy service find, / In deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard, / Beside the Syrian sea, / The gracious calling of the Lord, / Let
us, like them, without a word / Rise up and follow thee.
Breathe through the pulses of desire / Thy coolness and Thy balm; / Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
/ Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, / O still small voice of calm.
Drop Thy still dews of quietness, / Till all our strivings cease; / Take from us now the strain and stress,
/ And let our ordered lives confess / The beauty of Thy peace.
3. Hymn. 44

Come to the land of peace; / From shadows come away; / Where all the sounds of weeping cease, /
And storms no more have sway.
Fear hath no dwelling here; / But pure repose and love / Breathe through the bright, celestial air / The
spirit of the dove.
In this divine abode, / Change leaves no saddening trace; / Come, trusting heart, come to thy God, /
Thy holy resting-place.
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