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2019-12-11 Joy to the world

1.  Hymn. 425  

1.  Ps. 30:4–12  

2.  Acts 3:1–8  

First Hymn

O weary pilgrim, lift your head, / For joy cometh in the morning; / For God in His own
Word hath said / That joy cometh in the morning. / 

REFRAIN / Joy cometh in the morning, / Joy cometh in the morning; / Weeping may
endure for a night, / But joy cometh in the morning. / 

Our God shall wipe all tears away, / For joy cometh in the morning; / Sorrow and
sighing flee away, / For joy cometh in the morning. / / REFRAIN

The readings, from our Pastor: The Holy Bible and the Christian Science
textbook “Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures”, by Mary Baker Eddy:



The Holy Bible

Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of his
holiness. For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. And in my prosperity I said, I shall
never be moved. Lord, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand strong:
thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled. I cried to thee, O Lord; and unto the Lord I
made supplication. What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall
the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth? Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me:
Lord, be thou my helper. Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast
put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness; To the end that my glory may sing
praise to thee, and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever.

Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the
ninth hour. And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they
laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that
entered into the temple; Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked



3.  Ps. 107:31, 32  

4.  Rev. 21:3, 4  

5.  John 13:31–33 Jesus  

6.  John 16:16, 17, 19–24  

7.  John 15:9–11  

an alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. And he
gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them. Then Peter said, Silver
and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and
immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. And he leaping up stood, and
walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising
God.

Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to
the children of men! Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and
praise him in the assembly of the elders.

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall
be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed away.

... Jesus said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God be
glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify
him. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said
unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you.

A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me,
because I go to the Father. Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is
this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little
while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father? ...

Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye inquire
among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a
little while, and ye shall see me? Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and
lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be
turned into joy. A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come:
but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for
joy that a man is born into the world. And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see
you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. And in
that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask
the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my
name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.



8.  Phil. 4:4  

9.  Isa. 25:6–9  

10.  Ps. 118:24  

1.  SH 15:25–30  

2.  SH 304:3–21  

As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep
my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's
commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, that my
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.

¶ And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat
things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees
well refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all
people, and the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death in victory;
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people
shall he take away from off all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it. ¶ And it shall be
said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this
is the Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Science and Health

Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden from the world, but known to
God. Self-forgetfulness, purity, and affection are constant prayers. Practice
not profession, understanding not belief, gain the ear and right hand of
omnipotence and they assuredly call down infinite blessings.

Trustworthy 
beneficence

It is ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of things, which hide spiritual
beauty and goodness. Understanding this, Paul said: “Neither death, nor
life, . . . nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God.” This
is the doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love cannot be deprived of its
manifestation, or object; that joy cannot be turned into sorrow, for sorrow is not the
master of joy; that good can never produce evil; that matter can never produce mind
nor life result in death. The perfect man — governed by God, his perfect Principle —
is sinless and eternal. 

Harmony is produced by its Principle, is controlled by it and abides with it. Divine
Principle is the Life of man. Man's happiness is not, therefore, at the
disposal of physical sense. Truth is not contaminated by error. Harmony in
man is as beautiful as in music, and discord is unnatural, unreal.

Man 
inseparable 
from Love

Harmony 
natural



3.  SH 26:19–23  

4.  SH 19:6  

5.  SH 71:1  

6.  SH 14:12–22, 25  

7.  SH 248:12–29; 249:1  

A musician demonstrates the beauty of the music he teaches in order to show the
learner the way by practice as well as precept. Jesus' teaching and practice
of Truth involved such a sacrifice as makes us admit its Principle to be
Love.

Proof in 
practice

Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine
Principle of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of
matter, sin, and death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love.

Nothing is real and eternal, — nothing is Spirit, — but God and His idea. Evil has no
reality. It is neither person, place, nor thing, but is simply a belief, an illusion of
material sense.

Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual,
— neither in nor of matter, — and the body will then utter no complaints.
If suffering from a belief in sickness, you will find yourself suddenly well.
Sorrow is turned into joy when the body is controlled by spiritual Life,
Truth, and Love. Hence the hope of the promise Jesus bestows: “He that believeth on
me, the works that I do shall he do also; . . . because I go unto my Father,” — [because
the Ego is absent from the body, and present with Truth and Love.] ...

Entirely separate from the belief and dream of material living, is the Life divine,
revealing spiritual understanding and the consciousness of man's dominion over the
whole earth. This understanding casts out error and heals the sick, and with it you can
speak “as one having authority.”

Spiritualized 
consciousness

The sculptor turns from the marble to his model in order to perfect his conception. We
are all sculptors, working at various forms, moulding and chiseling thought.
What is the model before mortal mind? Is it imperfection, joy, sorrow, sin,
suffering? Have you accepted the mortal model? Are you reproducing it?
Then you are haunted in your work by vicious sculptors and hideous forms. Do you not
hear from all mankind of the imperfect model? The world is holding it before your
gaze continually. The result is that you are liable to follow those lower patterns, limit
your life-work, and adopt into your experience the angular outline and deformity of
matter models. 

To remedy this, we must first turn our gaze in the right direction, and then walk that
way. We must form perfect models in thought and look at them continually,
or we shall never carve them out in grand and noble lives. ...

Let us accept Science, relinquish all theories based on sense-testimony, give up

Mental 
sculpture

Perfect 
models



8.  SH 202:6–23  

9.  SH 232:27  

10.  SH 76:22–29  

11.  SH 342:21–24  

12.  SH 21:9  

2.  Hymn. 407  

imperfect models and illusive ideals; and so let us have one God, one Mind, and that
one perfect, producing His own models of excellence.

If men would bring to bear upon the study of the Science of Mind half the faith they
bestow upon the so-called pains and pleasures of material sense, they would
not go on from bad to worse, until disciplined by the prison and the
scaffold; but the whole human family would be redeemed through the
merits of Christ, — through the perception and acceptance of Truth. For this glorious
result Christian Science lights the torch of spiritual understanding. 

Outside of this Science all is mutable; but immortal man, in accord with the divine
Principle of his being, God, neither sins, suffers, nor dies. The days of our
pilgrimage will multiply instead of diminish, when God's kingdom comes
on earth; for the true way leads to Life instead of to death, and earthly
experience discloses the finity of error and the infinite capacities of Truth, in which
God gives man dominion over all the earth.

Divine 
study

Harmonious 
life-work

It is only when the so-called pleasures and pains of sense pass away in our
lives, that we find unquestionable signs of the burial of error and the
resurrection to spiritual life.

Signs 
following

The sinless joy, — the perfect harmony and immortality of Life, possessing unlimited
divine beauty and goodness without a single bodily pleasure or pain, —
constitutes the only veritable, indestructible man, whose being is spiritual.
This state of existence is scientific and intact, — a perfection discernible
only by those who have the final understanding of Christ in divine Science.

Immaterial 
pleasure

Christian Science awakens the sinner, reclaims the infidel, and raises from the couch of
pain the helpless invalid. It speaks to the dumb the words of Truth, and
they answer with rejoicing.

Argument of 
good works

If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in. He constantly turns
away from material sense, and looks towards the imperishable things of Spirit. If
honest, he will be in earnest from the start, and gain a little each day in the right
direction, till at last he finishes his course with joy.

Second and Third Hymn
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3.  Hymn. 417  

To Thee, our loving Father, God, / A gladsome song begin, / Whose smile is on the
world abroad, / Whose joy our hearts within. / 

We need not, Lord, our gladness leave, / To worship Thee aright; / Our joyfulness for
praise receive, / Thou mak'st our lives so bright. / 

The pure in heart are always glad; / The smile of God they feel; / He doth the secret of
His joy / To blameless hearts reveal.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come, / Let earth receive her King; / Let every heart
prepare him room, / And heaven and nature sing. / 

No more let sin and sorrow grow, / Nor thorns infest the ground; / Where'er he comes,
his blessings flow, / And hope and joy abound. / 

He rules the world with truth and grace, / And makes the nations prove / The glories of
his righteousness / And wonders of his love.


