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2019-12-04 Being followers of Truth

1.  Hymn. 241  

1.  John 1:1, 14, 16–18  

2.  John 3:18–21  

First Hymn

O Spirit, source of light, / Thy grace is unconfined; / Dispel the gloomy shades of
night, / Reveal the light of Mind. / 

Now to our eyes display / The truth Thy words reveal; / Cause us to run the heavenly
way, / Delighting in Thy will. / 

Thy teachings make us know / The mysteries of Thy love; / The vanity of things
below, / The joy of things above.

The readings, from our Pastor: The Holy Bible and the Christian Science
textbook “Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures”, by Mary Baker Eddy:



The Holy Bible

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ...

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. ...

And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

¶ He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil
hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he



3.  John 8:31–47, 55–59 ye  

4.  Matt. 9:27–34  

that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God.

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then
are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free. ¶ They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any
man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. And the servant abideth not
in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. If the Son therefore shall make you
free, ye shall be free indeed. I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me,
because my word hath no place in you. I speak that which I have seen with my Father:
and ye do that which ye have seen with your father. They answered and said unto him,
Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would
do the works of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the
truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. Ye do the deeds of your father.
Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.
Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth
and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. Why do ye not
understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father
the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. And because
I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say
the truth, why do ye not believe me? He that is of God heareth God's words: ye
therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God. ...

... ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall
be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. Your father Abraham
rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews unto him,
Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. Then took they up stones to
cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst
of them, and so passed by.

¶ And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and saying,
Thou Son of David, have mercy on us. And when he was come into the house, the
blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this?
They said unto him, Yea, Lord. Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your
faith be it unto you. And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them,
saying, See that no man know it. But they, when they were departed, spread abroad his
fame in all that country. ¶ As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man
possessed with a devil. And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the
multitudes marvelled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel. But the Pharisees said, He
casteth out devils through the prince of the devils.



5.  Matt. 15:29–31  

6.  Ps. 24:3–5  

1.  SH 332:9 Christ; 333:16 The  

2.  SH 350:6–30  

And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea of Galilee; and went up
into a mountain, and sat down there. And great multitudes came unto him, having with
them those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them
down at Jesus' feet; and he healed them: Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when
they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind
to see: and they glorified the God of Israel.

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place? He
that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor
sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from
the God of his salvation.

Science and Health

Christ is the true idea voicing good, the divine message from God to men speaking to
the human consciousness. The Christ is incorporeal, spiritual, — yea, the
divine image and likeness, dispelling the illusions of the senses; the Way,
the Truth, and the Life, healing the sick and casting out evils, destroying
sin, disease, and death. As Paul says: “There is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” The corporeal man Jesus was human. ...

... The advent of Jesus of Nazareth marked the first century of the Christian era, but the
Christ is without beginning of years or end of days. Throughout all
generations both before and after the Christian era, the Christ, as the
spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some measure of
power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth. Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and
the prophets caught glorious glimpses of the Messiah, or Christ, which baptized these
seers in the divine nature, the essence of Love. The divine image, idea, or Christ was,
is, and ever will be inseparable from the divine Principle, God. Jesus referred to this
unity of his spiritual identity thus: “Before Abraham was, I am;” “I and my Father are
one;” “My Father is greater than I.” The one Spirit includes all identities.

The Son 
of God

The divine 
Principle 
and idea

To understand all our Master's sayings as recorded in the New Testament, sayings
infinitely important, his followers must grow into that stature of manhood
in Christ Jesus which enables them to interpret his spiritual meaning. Then
they know how Truth casts out error and heals the sick. His words were the
offspring of his deeds, both of which must be understood. Unless the works are
comprehended which his words explained, the words are blind. 

The Master often refused to explain his words, because it was difficult in a material
age to apprehend spiritual Truth. He said: “This people's heart is waxed gross, and their

Both words 
and works



3.  SH 482:26  

4.  SH 23:32–10  

5.  SH 41:14–32  

6.  SH 54:29; 55:15  

ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart,
and should be converted, and I should heal them.” 

“The Word was made flesh.” Divine Truth must be known by its effects on the body as
well as on the mind, before the Science of being can be demonstrated.
Hence its embodiment in the incarnate Jesus, — that life-link forming the
connection through which the real reaches the unreal, Soul rebukes sense,
and Truth destroys error.

The divine 
life-link

Sickness is part of the error which Truth casts out. Error will not expel error. Christian
Science is the law of Truth, which heals the sick on the basis of the one
Mind or God. It can heal in no other way, since the human, mortal mind so-
called is not a healer, but causes the belief in disease.

Sickness 
erroneous

The Hebrew verb to believe means also to be firm or to be constant. This certainly
applies to Truth and Love understood and practised. Firmness in error will never save
from sin, disease, and death. 

Acquaintance with the original texts, and willingness to give up human beliefs
(established by hierarchies, and instigated sometimes by the worst passions of men),
open the way for Christian Science to be understood, and make the Bible
the chart of life, where the buoys and healing currents of Truth are pointed
out.

Life’s healing 
currents

The proofs of Truth, Life, and Love, which Jesus gave by casting out error and healing
the sick, completed his earthly mission; but in the Christian Church this
demonstration of healing was early lost, about three centuries after the
crucifixion. No ancient school of philosophy, materia medica, or scholastic
theology ever taught or demonstrated the divine healing of absolute Science. 

Jesus foresaw the reception Christian Science would have before it was understood,
but this foreknowledge hindered him not. He fulfilled his God-mission, and
then sat down at the right hand of the Father. Persecuted from city to city,
his apostles still went about doing good deeds, for which they were
maligned and stoned. The truth taught by Jesus, the elders scoffed at. Why? Because it
demanded more than they were willing to practise. It was enough for them to believe in
a national Deity; but that belief, from their time to ours, has never made a disciple who
could cast out evils and heal the sick.

Healing 
early lost

Immortal 
achieval

If that Godlike and glorified man were physically on earth to-day, would not some,
who now profess to love him, reject him? Would they not deny him even the rights of
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2.  Hymn. 175  
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humanity, if he entertained any other sense of being and religion than
theirs? The advancing century, from a deadened sense of the invisible God,
to-day subjects to unchristian comment and usage the idea of Christian
healing enjoined by Jesus; but this does not affect the invincible facts. ...

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the
sick and sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall
recognize the Science of Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall
realize God's omnipotence and the healing power of the divine Love in what it has
done and is doing for mankind. The promises will be fulfilled. The time for the
reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and whosoever layeth his
earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and is endued
with the spirit and power of Christian healing.

Injustice to 
the Saviour

Christianity is again demonstrating the Life that is Truth, and the Truth that is Life, by
the apostolic work of casting out error and healing the sick.

Christianity 
still rejected

By the truthful arguments you employ, and especially by the spirit of Truth and Love
which you entertain, you will heal the sick.

Second and Third Hymn

Lo, He sent His Word and healed them, / Still that Word of God is here. / Still its tender
healing message / Speaks to every listening ear. / Truth divine, that overcometh / All
the ills that seem to be, / In our hearts Thy Word abiding, / We may know Thee and be
free. / 

Love divine, that faileth never, / Still Thy presence and Thy power / Mighty are to save
and heal us, / Guard and guide us every hour. / Life divine, Thy Word proclaimeth / All
true being one with Thee. / Sinless, fearless, whole, rejoicing, / Now and through
eternity.

O Father, may we bear each hour / The flag of hope and peace unfurled, / And mirror
forth Love's sacred power / To feed and bless a hungry world. / We shall not falter by
the way / If we but place our trust in Thee, / Obeying gladly day by day / The living
Truth that makes men free. / 

Help us to know that all is well / E'en though we wander through earth's shade, / To
know that all Thy children dwell / Within Love's stronghold unafraid. / Teach us to
follow fearlessly / The way our gentle Master trod, / 'Twill lead us safely home to
Thee, / O loving Father-Mother, God.
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