
Dec 20 2018

2018-12-19 Blessed Christmas morn
 

Wednesday
 

1.  Isa. 9:2, 6, 7  

2.  Matt. 1:18 (to :)  

3.  Luke 1:26–56 2nd the; 2:1–32  

Holy Bible

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light
shined. ... For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will perform this.

¶ Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise:

the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named
Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel
came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the
Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she
saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what
manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her,



Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold,
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt
call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son
of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of
his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto
the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the
angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore
also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the
Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also
conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her,
who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible.
And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me
according to thy word. And the angel departed from her. And Mary
arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a
city of Juda; And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted
Elisabeth. And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the
salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was
filled with the Holy Ghost: And she spake out with a loud voice,
and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of
thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation
sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. And
blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of
those things which were told her from the Lord. And Mary said, My
soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour. For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for,
behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he
that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to
generation. He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered
the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the
mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath
filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty



away. He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy; As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for
ever. And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to
her own house. ... And it came to pass in those days, that there went
out a decree from Cæsar Augustus, that all the world should be
taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor
of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into
Judæa, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because
he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary
his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while
they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was
no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And
the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying
which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it
wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.
But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the



 

1.  SH vii:1–10  

things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. And
when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the
child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel
before he was conceived in the womb. And when the days of her
purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they
brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (As it is
written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord;) And to offer a sacrifice according
to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or
two young pigeons. And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem,
whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon
him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he
should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he
came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, Then took
he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest
thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine
eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the
face of all people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of
thy people Israel.

Science and Health

TO those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with
blessings. The wakeful shepherd beholds the first faint morning
beams, ere cometh the full radiance of a risen day. So shone the pale
star to the prophet-shepherds; yet it traversed the night, and came
where, in cradled obscurity, lay the Bethlehem babe, the human
herald of Christ, Truth, who would make plain to benighted
understanding the way of salvation through Christ Jesus, till across a



2.  SH 332:23–334:20 Jesus  

night of error should dawn the morning beams and shine the guiding
star of being.

Jesus was the son of a virgin. He was appointed to speak God's
word and to appear to mortals in such a form of humanity as they
could understand as well as perceive. Mary's conception
of him was spiritual, for only purity could reflect Truth
and Love, which were plainly incarnate in the good and pure Christ
Jesus. He expressed the highest type of divinity, which a fleshly
form could express in that age. Into the real and ideal man the
fleshly element cannot enter. Thus it is that Christ illustrates the
coincidence, or spiritual agreement, between God and man in His
image. XII. The word Christ is not properly a synonym for Jesus,
though it is commonly so used. Jesus was a human name, which
belonged to him in common with other Hebrew boys and
men, for it is identical with the name Joshua, the
renowned Hebrew leader. On the other hand, Christ is not a name so
much as the divine title of Jesus. Christ expresses God's spiritual,
eternal nature. The name is synonymous with Messiah, and alludes
to the spirituality which is taught, illustrated, and demonstrated in
the life of which Christ Jesus was the embodiment. The proper
name of our Master in the Greek was Jesus the Christ; but Christ
Jesus better signifies the Godlike. XIII. The advent of Jesus of
Nazareth marked the first century of the Christian era, but the Christ
is without beginning of years or end of days. Throughout
all generations both before and after the Christian era,
the Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has
come with some measure of power and grace to all prepared to
receive Christ, Truth. Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and the prophets
caught glorious glimpses of the Messiah, or Christ, which baptized
these seers in the divine nature, the essence of Love. The divine
image, idea, or Christ was, is, and ever will be inseparable from the
divine Principle, God. Jesus referred to this unity of his spiritual
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 or Christ
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 and idea



3.  SH 312:31; 313:23–26  

4.  SH 315:29  

identity thus: “Before Abraham was, I am;” “I and my Father are
one;” “My Father is greater than I.” The one Spirit includes all
identities. XIV. By these sayings Jesus meant, not that the human
Jesus was or is eternal, but that the divine idea or Christ was and is
so and therefore antedated Abraham; not that the corporeal Jesus
was one with the Father, but that the spiritual idea,
Christ, dwells forever in the bosom of the Father, God,
from which it illumines heaven and earth; not that the Father is
greater than Spirit, which is God, but greater, infinitely greater, than
the fleshly Jesus, whose earthly career was brief. XV. The invisible
Christ was imperceptible to the so-called personal senses, whereas
Jesus appeared as a bodily existence. This dual personality of the
unseen and the seen, the spiritual and material, the
eternal Christ and the corporeal Jesus manifest in flesh,
continued until the Master's ascension, when the human, material
concept, or Jesus, disappeared, while the spiritual self, or Christ,
continues to exist in the eternal order of divine Science, taking away
the sins of the world, as the Christ has always done, even before the
human Jesus was incarnate to mortal eyes.

Spiritual 
 oneness

The Son’s 
 duality

Jesus' spiritual origin and his demonstration of divine Principle
richly endowed him and entitled him to sonship in Science. He was
the son of a virgin. The term Christ Jesus, or Jesus the Christ (to
give the full and proper translation of the Greek), may be rendered
“Jesus the anointed,” Jesus the God-crowned or the divinely royal
man, as it is said of him in the first chapter of Hebrews: —
Therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee With the oil of
gladness above thy fellows. ... Jesus of Nazareth was the most
scientific man that ever trod the globe. He plunged beneath the
material surface of things, and found the spiritual cause. Jesus the 

 Scientist



5.  SH 24:4–13  

 

1.  Hymn. 544:1-3  

Wearing in part a human form (that is, as it seemed to mortal view),
being conceived by a human mother, Jesus was the mediator
between Spirit and the flesh, between Truth and error. Explaining
and demonstrating the way of divine Science, he became the way of
salvation to all who accepted his word. From him mortals may learn
how to escape from evil. The real man being linked by
Science to his Maker, mortals need only turn from sin
and lose sight of mortal selfhood to find Christ, the real man and his
relation to God, and to recognize the divine sonship. Christ, Truth,
was demonstrated through Jesus to prove the power of Spirit over
the flesh, — to show that Truth is made manifest by its effects upon
the human mind and body, healing sickness and destroying sin.

Jesus as 
 mediator

Acquaintance with the original texts, and willingness to give up
human beliefs (established by hierarchies, and instigated sometimes
by the worst passions of men), open the way for
Christian Science to be understood, and make the Bible
the chart of life, where the buoys and healing currents of Truth are
pointed out. He to whom “the arm of the Lord” is revealed will
believe our report, and rise into newness of life with regeneration.

Life’s healing 
 currents

Hymns

O little town of Bethlehem, / How still we see thee lie; / Above thy
deep and dreamless sleep / The silent stars go by; / Yet in thy dark
streets shineth / The everlasting Light; / The hopes and fears of all
the years / Are met in thee tonight. / / O morning stars, together /
Proclaim the holy birth, / And praises sing to God the King, / And
peace to all on earth; / Where charity stands watching / And faith
holds wide the door, / The dark night wakes, the glory breaks, / And
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2.  Hymn. 24:1-5  

3.  Hymn. 362:1-3  

Christmas comes once more. / / How silently, how silently, / The
wondrous gift is given; / So God imparts to human hearts / The
blessings of His heaven. / No ear may hear his coming, / But in this
world of sin, / Where meekness will receive him, still / The dear
Christ enters in. / /

Blest Christmas morn, though murky clouds / Pursue thy way, / Thy
light was born where storm enshrouds / Nor dawn nor day! / / Dear
Christ, forever here and near, / No cradle song, / No natal hour and
mother's tear, / To thee belong. / / Thou God-idea, Life-encrowned, /
The Bethlehem babe— / Beloved, replete, by flesh embound— /
Was but thy shade! / / Thou gentle beam of living Love, / And
deathless Life! / Truth infinite,—so far above / All mortal strife, / /
Or cruel creed, or earth-born taint: / Fill us today / With all thou art
—be thou our saint, / Our stay, alway. / /

To us a Child of Hope is born, / To us a Son is given; / Him shall the
tribes of earth obey, / And all the hosts of heaven. / / His name shall
be the Prince of Peace, / Forevermore adored; / The Wonderful, the
Counsellor, / The great and mighty Lord. / / His power, increasing,
still shall spread; / His reign shall never cease; / For justice ever
guards his throne, / And all his paths are peace. / /


